
Unit 1 Practice Test- (chapters 1.3, 18.1, 18.3)   Name_______________________  

 
Multiple Choice 

Identify the letter of the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question. 

 

____ 1. Biology is the study of 

a. the land, water, and air on Earth. c. animals and plants only. 

b. the living world. d. the environment. 
 
 

____ 2. Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of all living things? 

a. growth and development c. response to the environment 

b. ability to move d. ability to reproduce 
 
 

____ 3. Which of the following characteristics of living things best explains why birds fly south for the winter? 

a. Living things respond to their environment. 

b. Living things maintain internal balance. 

c. Living things are made up of units called cells. 

d. Living things are based on a universal genetic code. 
 

 

____ 4. Cell specialization in multicellular organisms allows cells to 

a. reproduce. c. respond to their environment. 

b. perform different functions. d. be less complex. 
 

 

____ 5. The amount of light and temperature are examples of 

a. factors necessary for life. c. factors to which living things respond. 

b. methods of energy production. d. factors that affect reproduction. 
 
 

____ 6. The process by which organisms keep their internal conditions fairly constant is called 

a. homeostasis. c. metabolism. 

b. evolution. d. photosynthesis. 
 
 

____ 7. What is the term for the land, water, and air on Earth? 

a. population c. biosphere 

b. community d. environment 
 

 

____ 8. What is the term for a group of organisms of one type living in the same place? 

a. biosphere c. population 

b. ecosystem d. environment 
 

 

____ 9. Which level of organization includes all of the other levels? 

a. organism c. population 

b. ecosystem d. community 
 

 

____ 10. Biologists use a classification system to group organisms in part because organisms 

a. are going extinct. c. are too much alike. 

b. are very numerous and diverse. d. share too many derived characters. 
 
 

____ 11. Scientists assign each kind of organism a universally accepted name in the system known as 

a. traditional classification. c. binomial nomenclature. 

b. the three domains. d. cladistics. 
 
 

____ 12. For many species, there are often regional differences in their 

a. common names. c. taxa. 

b. scientific names. d. binomial nomenclature. 
 
 

____ 13. In taxonomy, a group at any level of organization is referred to as a 

a. cladogram. c. taxon. 

b. binomial. d. system. 
 

 

____ 14. In the scientific version of a species name, which of the terms is capitalized? 

a. the first term only c. both the first and second terms 

b. the second term only d. neither the first nor the second term 
 

 

____ 15. Based on their names, you know that the baboons Papio annubis and Papio cynocephalus do NOT belong to 

the same 

a. class. c. genus. 

b. family. d. species. 
 

 



____ 16. How do binomial, or two-part, names compare with early versions of scientific names? 

a. They are longer. c. They are completely descriptive. 

b. They are shorter. d. They are in English. 
 
 

____ 17. The second part of a scientific name is unique to each 

a. order in its class. c. genus in its family. 

b. family in its order. d. species in its genus. 
 
 

____ 18. Often, the second part of a scientific name is 

a. a Latinized description of a particular trait. 

b. the same as for other members of the same genus. 

c. capitalized if it derives from a proper name. 

d. different in different locations. 
 

 

____ 19. Before Linnaeus, scientific names were problematic because they were 

a. too brief to be descriptive. c. written only in Greek. 

b. very long and difficult to standardize. d. written only in Latin. 
 

 

____ 20. In Linnaeus’s system of classification, how many taxonomic categories were there? 

a. one c. five 

b. three d. seven 
 
 

____ 21. A genus is composed of a number of related 

a. kingdoms. c. orders. 

b. phyla. d. species. 
 
 

____ 22. Several different classes make up a 

a. kingdom. c. family. 

b. phylum. d. genus. 
 

 

____ 23. Which two kingdoms did Linnaeus recognize? 

a. bacteria and animals c. plants and animals 

b. plants and fungi d. protists and animals 
 

 

____ 24. Animals that are warm-blooded, have body hair, and produce milk for their young are grouped in the class 

a. Amphibia. c. Aves. 

b. Mammalia. d. Reptilia. 
 

 

____ 25. The most general and largest category in Linnaeus’s system is 

a. the phylum. c. the genus. 

b. the kingdom. d. the domain. 
 
 

____ 26. Traditional classifications tended to take into account primarily 

a. extinct organisms. c. DNA similarities. 

b. RNA similarities. d. general similarities in appearance. 
 
 

____ 27. The domain that corresponds to the kingdom Eubacteria is 

a. Archaea. c. Eukarya. 

b. Bacteria. d. Fungi. 
 

 

____ 28. The domain that contains unicellular organisms that live in extreme environments is 

a. Eubacteria. c. Archaea. 

b. Eukarya. d. Bacteria. 
 

 

____ 29. The two domains composed of only unicellular organisms are 

a. Eubacteria and Archaea. c. Archaea and Bacteria. 

b. Eukarya and Bacteria. d. Archaea and Eukarya. 
 

 

____ 30. The three-domain system arose when scientists grouped organisms according to how long they have been 

a. alive in their present forms. c. evolving independently. 

b. going extinct. d. using DNA to store information. 
 
 

____ 31. The three-domain system recognizes fundamental differences between two groups of 

a. prokaryotes. c. protists. 

b. eukaryotes. d. multicellular organisms. 
 
 

____ 32. Organisms in the kingdoms Eubacteria and Archaebacteria were previously grouped in a kingdom called 

a. Animalia. c. Monera. 

b. Fungi. d. Eukarya. 
 

 



____ 33. What is thought to be true about the three domains of living things? 

a. They diverged from a common ancestor fairly recently. 

b. They diverged from a common ancestor before the evolution of the main groups of 

eukaryotes. 

c. They did not have a common ancestor. 

d. Domains Bacteria and Archaea evolved after the main groups of eukaryotes. 
 

 
True/False 

 

____ 34. In binomial nomenclature, each species is assigned a two-part scientific name.  

 

____ 35. In the name Ursus maritimus, the first term of the name refers to the species.  

 

____ 36. Linnaeus’s system of classification uses seven taxonomic categories. 

 

____ 37. The kingdom Eubacteria contains the same organisms as the domain Animalia.  

 

____ 38. Archaea differ from Bacteria in that the cell walls of Archaea lack peptidoglycans.  

  


